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as the many Senators whose constitu-
ents have been impacted by cata-
strophic disasters over the past several 
years, to support this legislation and 
ensure its passage before the end of 
this session.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL OPTICIANS MONTH 

∑ Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, January 
1999 will be celebrated throughout the 
United States as National Opticians 
Month. I am pleased to inform my col-
leagues that one of my constituents, 
Gary R. Aiken of Minnetonka, Min-
nesota, is president of the Opticians 
Association of America, which is spon-
soring the observance. 

Nearly all Americans aged 65 or older 
require some help to see their best and 
sixty percent of Americans wear eye-
glasses or contact lenses. Opticians, 
skilled in fitting and dispensing eye-
glasses and contact lenses, provide the 
expert assistance we need to make the 
most of our vision. Technology has 
brought us literally thousands of pos-
sible combinations of eyeglass frames 
and lenses and an array of contact 
lenses. Dispensing opticians play a piv-
otal role in guiding eyewear customers 
to the combination which exactly fits 
their need. 

Through formal education programs, 
voluntary national certification and 
mandatory licensing in many states, 
and programs of continuing education, 
dispensing opticians acquire the skills 
and competence to correctly, effi-
ciently and effectively fill eyewear pre-
scriptions. At the same time, retail op-
ticians are an important part of our 
nation’s small business community and 
provide the competitive balance which 
keeps eyewear affordable for all Ameri-
cans. 

It is a pleasure to acknowledge the 
important role of dispensing opticians 
as they assist us all in making the 
most of our precious eyesight. I com-
mend them for their efforts and con-
gratulate Gary Aiken and the members 
of the Opticians Association of Amer-
ica for their accomplishments.∑ 

f 

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 

∑ Mr. MOYNIHAN. Mr. President, I rise 
to pay tribute to New York’s Dr. Mi-
chael K. Simpson who last year com-
pleted ten years of service as President 
of Utica College at Syracuse University 
and is now President of the American 
University in Paris. 

While at Utica, Dr. Simpson taught 
international relations, contemporary 
French politics, international law, the 
political economics of multinational 
corporations, macro- and micro-
economics, and American foreign pol-
icy. He has also been a visiting pro-
fessor at the Maxwell School of Citi-
zenship at Syracuse University and di-
rector of Syracuse’s study center in 
Strasbourg, France. 

In addition to his broad academic ex-
perience, Dr. Simpson has dedicated 
himself to the people of Oneida County, 

New York. As the community rep-
resentative and chairperson of the 
Health and Hospital Council of the Mo-
hawk Valley from 1987–1992, he lead 
that Council toward developing a hos-
pital consolidation plan for four area 
hospitals. That succeeded in making 
quality health-care more accessible 
and affordable to local residents. Since 
1988 he has been a trustee of The Sav-
ings Bank of Utica. 

I have had the privilege to speak at 
three commencements in which Mi-
chael Simpson participated—at his 
graduation from Fordham College in 
1970 when he earned his bachelor’s de-
gree, at Syracuse University in 1983 
upon receipt of his M.B.A., and during 
his tenure as Utica College President. 

With great admiration and gratitude 
I commend Dr. Simpson for his com-
mitment to excellence in education 
and his service to his fellow citizens of 
New York. I wish him all the best on 
his sojourn in Paris.∑ 
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TAIWAN’S NATIONAL DAY 

∑ Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I want to 
take this opportunity to extend my 
congratulations to President Lee Teng- 
hui., Vice President Lien Chan and the 
people of the Republic of China today, 
on their National Day. 

Taiwan has continued to prosper eco-
nomically even in the face of the Asian 
financial crisis. As the world’s four-
teenth largest economic entity, Taiwan 
plays a significant role in global trade 
and Asian economies. With its per cap-
ita income of $13,000 US dollars, Tai-
wan provides an important market for 
American consumer goods. 

In addition to its economic successes, 
Taiwan has embarked upon a demo-
cratic course resulting in a pluralistic 
society which enjoys basic democratic 
rights and freedoms including freedom 
of the press and direct elections for the 
president and other officials. 

The people of Taiwan and its leader-
ship should be very proud of the suc-
cesses that they have achieved. I con-
gratulate them on this special day.∑ 

PRIVATE RELIEF BILLS 

∑ Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
am pleased that key members of the 
Senate have agreed to pass all the 
pending private relief bills in one pack-
age and send it over to the House. 

I would like to thank the principals 
who have been involved in this effort, 
Senators HATCH, ABRAHAM, LEAHY and 
KENNEDY. This package will include my 
bill to help Vova Malofienko. 

Let me tell you a little about Vova 
Malofienko and his family. Vova was 
born in Chernigov, Ukraine, just 30 
miles from the Chornobyl nuclear reac-
tor. 

In 1986, when he was just two, the re-
actor exploded and he was exposed to 
high levels of radiation. He was diag-
nosed with leukemia in June 1990, 
shortly before his sixth birthday. 

Through the efforts of the Children of 
Chornobyl Relief Fund, Vova and his 

mother came to the United States with 
seven other children to attend Paul 
Newman’s ‘‘Hole in the Wall’’ camp in 
Connecticut. 

While in this country, Vova was able 
to receive extensive cancer treatment 
and chemotherapy. In November of 
1992, his cancer went into remission. 

Regrettably, the other children from 
Chornobyl were not as fortunate. They 
returned to the Ukraine and they died 
one by one because of inadequate can-
cer treatment. Not a child survived. 

The air, food, and water in the 
Ukraine are still contaminated with 
radiation and are perilous to those like 
Vova who have a weakened immune 
system. 

Additionally, cancer treatment avail-
able in the Ukraine is not as sophisti-
cated as treatment available in the 
United States. 

Although Vova completed his chemo-
therapy in 1992, he continues to need 
medical follow-up on a consistent 
basis, including physical examinations, 
lab work and radiological examina-
tions to assure early detection and 
prompt and appropriate therapy in the 
unfortunate event the leukemia recurs. 

Because of his perilous medical con-
dition, Vova and his family have done 
everything possible to remain in the 
United States. Since 1992, they have 
obtained a number of visa extensions, 
and I have helped them with their ef-
forts. 

In March of 1997, the last time the 
Malofienkos visas were expiring, I ap-
pealed to the INS and the family was 
given what I was told would be final 
one-year extension. 

So we have a family battling for over 
six years now, to stay in this country. 
And why? So that they can save the 
life of their child, Vova. 

Because of the compelling cir-
cumstances of their case, I introduced 
S. 1460, which was approved unani-
mously by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee. 

After I introduced that bill, Senator 
ABRAHAM, in his capacity as Chairman 
of the Immigration Subcommittee, re-
quested a report from the INS and that 
stayed any further INS proceedings. 

But at the end of this Congress they 
would be subject to deportation. That 
is why I have worked so hard to get 
this bill passed this session of Con-
gress. 

This family has endured enough. 
They cannot have the threat of depor-
tation hanging over their heads. They 
are dealing with enough trauma from 
Vova’s cancer. 

I wish my colleagues could meet 
Vova—then they would understand why 
I feel so strongly about this case. He is 
truly a remarkable young man. 

Throughout his battle against can-
cer, he has been an inspiration. He has 
been an honors student at Millburn 
Middle School, and he is an eloquent 
spokesperson for children with cancer. 
He has rallied the community and 
helped bring out the best in everyone. 
His dedication, grace, and dignity pro-
vide an outstanding example, not just 
to young people, but to all Americans. 
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